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Dear Parent/Carer
MOBILE PHONES -Year5 and 6

More children than ever are bringing mobile phones into school. We recognise that phones are part of everyday
life for many families and can help pupils feel safe and secure. However, they also carry risks: bullying and
intimidation via social media and messaging apps, theft, inappropriate contact, and grooming. A child
concentrating on their phone while walking to or from school is also less aware of traffic and other hazards.

From September 2026, Delapre Primary School is a smart device-free school.
This means:

e Pupils must not bring smartphones onto school premises at any time.

o |fyour child needs a way to contact you before or after school, we strongly recommend a basic "brick"
phone (call and text only). These are inexpensive and don't carry the risks associated with
smartphones.

e Any pupilwho brings a smartphone into school will follow our safeguarding and behaviour procedure,
including confiscation and parental contact.

If you're concerned about tracking your child's whereabouts, devices such as AirTags (other brands available)
are a lower-risk alternative to a phone.

This policy applies fairly to every child, removes peer pressure to own a smartphone, and supports a safer,
more focused school environment.

If you would like your child to bring a brick phone into school, please sign and return the attached Code of
Conduct slip to the Class Teacher. Once returned:

e The phone must be switched off before your child enters the school gates and not switched on again
until they've left the premises (including the playground).

¢ It must be handed to classroom staff immediately on arrival and collected by your child at the end of
the school day.

e Phones will be stored in a secure, locked box in the classroom.

Please note while the school takes every reasonable care, we do not accept liability for phones brought onto
the premises. Phones are left at the owner's own risk, including while stored by staff, and we recommend
they're properly insured.

Kind regards,

Mr A Flynn
Assistant Headteacher
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