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Dear Parent/Carer,

It is with great sadness that | write to inform you that Mrs Ann Foster who was a much
loved Teaching Assistant here at Delapre Primary School, has sadly passed after a short battle with cancer.

Mrs Foster was a wonderful colleague who adored working with the children. She was known for pouring
her heart and soul into the classroom and was someone that so many looked up to. During her time off, she
kept her spirits high, full of thoughts and best wishes for the children. She was admired by so many and will

be deeply missed.

We have shared this very difficult news with the children from Year 2 to 6 (who were likely to

have met Mrs Foster) today, in a way that was appropriate for their age and understanding - they have
been told that Mrs Foster was very ill for some time and is sadly no longer with us. We explained that it is
normal to feel sad, shocked, or confused, and that everyone reacts to this kind of news in different ways.

Our staff are on hand to speak with pupils, answer questions sensitively, and reassure them that their
feelings are important. The children were also reminded that they have you and have the adults in school
who they can talk to if they need to share how they feel or ask further questions.

We understand that your child may come home and wish to talk about what they have heard today, or they
may show their feelings in other ways. You know your child best, and we encourage you to listen and offer
reassurance and guidance where appropriate.

If you feel your child would benefit from additional support, please do not hesitate to contact us. Our family
support team, class teachers, and senior staff are all available to provide help and to signpost to further

support where needed.

We are deeply saddened by this loss, and our thoughts are with Mrs Foster's family, friends, and all
members of our school community who knew and loved them.

Please do respect the privacy of the family. Please also recognise that there are staff who are deeply
affected by this news and are being supported during this time.

For further support or guidance, please see below:

e Child Bereavement UK National Helpline 0800 02 888 40 or Live Chat via their website
e Winstons Wish on 08088 020 021 or via winstonswish.org

Thank you for your understanding and support at this difficult time.

With kind regards

C Snuggs
Headteacher




