Information for Parents/Carers

What Sounds do Letters Make? (Pure Sounds)

Bouncy Sounds - Make the sound as short as possible avoiding uh at the end of the sound:
t - t-t-t tower (tick tongue behind the teeth - unvoiced) - Down the tower, across the tower

p - p-p-p pirate (make distinctive p with lips - unvoiced) - Down the plait, up and over the
pirate’s face

k - k-k-k kangaroo (make sharp click at back of throat) - Down the kangaroo’s body, tail and leg
¢ - c-c-c caterpillar (as above) - Curl round the caterpillar

h - h-h-h horse (say h as you breathe sharply out - unvoiced) - Down the horse’s head to his
hooves and up over his back

X - x-x-x exercise (say a sharp c and add s - unvoiced)- Cross down the arm and leg and cross
the other way

You might find it harder to avoid saying uh at the end of these bouncy sounds:

d - d-d-d dinosaur (tap tongue behind the teeth) - Round the dinosaur’s bottom, up his tall
neck and down to his feet

g - g-g-g girl (make soft sound in throat) - Round the girl’s face, down her hair and give her
a curl

b - b-b-b boot (make a short, strong b with lips) - Down to the heel, up and over the toe

j - - Jack-in-the-box (push lips forward) - Down his body, curl and dot

Y - Y-y-y yak (keep edges of tonque against teeth) - Down a horn, up a horn and under the
yak’s head

w - w-w-w worm (keep lips tightly pursed) - Down, up, down, up the worm

qu - qu-qu-qu queen (keep lips pursed as you say cw- unvoiced) - Round the queen’s head, up
to her crown, down her hair and curl

Stretchy Sounds - 7ry to avoid saying uh after each one:

m - mmmmmmountain (keep lips pressed together hard) - Maisie, mountain, mountain

s - sssssnake (keep teeth together and hiss - unvoiced) - Slither down the snake

n - nnnnnnet (keep tongue behind teeth) - Down Nobby, up, over his net

f - ffffflower (keep teeth on bottom lip and force air out sharply - unvoiced) - Down the stem
and draw the leaves

L - llllleg (keep pointed curled tongue behind teeth) - Down the long leg

r - rrrrrrobot (say rrr as if you are growling) - Down the robot, up and over his arm

v - vwvvvvulture (keep teeth on bottom lip and force air out gently) - Down a wing, up a
wing

z - zzzzzzip (keep teeth together and make a buzzing sound) - Zig-zag-zig

Short vowels - should be kept short and sharp

a - a-a-a apple (open mouth wide as if to take a bite of an apple) - Round the apple and
down the leaf

e - e-e-e egq (release mouth slightly from a position) - Chop off the top and scoop out the
€g9

i - i-i-l insect (make a sharp sound at the back of the throat - smile) - Down the body and a
dot for the head

0 - 0-0-0 orange (push out lips, make the mouth into o shape) - All around the orange

u: u-u-u umbrella (make a sound in the throat) - Down and under, up to the top and draw
the puddle



